A novel t(15;17) translocation in acute myeloid leukaemia not associated with PML/RARalpha rearrangement.
We report a novel t(15;17)(q15;q11) translocation in acute myeloid leukaemia (AML M4) which was not associated with PML/RARalpha rearrangement or with acute promyelocytic leukaemia (APL) morphology. The leukaemia behaved in refractory fashion, with 70% blasts in the bone marrow after the first course of chemotherapy. In view of the refractory behaviour of the leukaemia, the patient was treated with high dose chemotherapy and autologous stem cell rescue. The patient is alive and well 22 months post-autologous stem cell transplant. This case demonstrates that while cytogenetic analysis provides important diagnostic and prognostic information, the precise location of the chromosomal breakpoints is critical in the interpretation of cytogenetic results.